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TRANSPORT MINISTER ANNOUNCES BUS ÉIREANN ORDER AND CONFIRMS DUBLIN BUS HYBRID ELECTRIC TRIAL WITH THE WRIGHT GROUP

Ireland’s Transport Minister, Mr Martin Cullen TD, today (Thursday 5th April) announced a €11.5 million contract to supply 48 single deck buses to Bus Éireann, as well as confirming the supply of a prototype Hybrid Electric Double Deck bus for operational evaluation with Dublin Bus.

The announcement was made during a visit by the Irish Transport Minister to the Wright Group’s production facility in Ballymena, Northern Ireland, as part of a delegation that included the Right Honourable Dr Ian Paisley, MP for North Antrim and future first Minister and Mr Ian Paisley Junior, MLA. The Deputy Mayor of Ballymena, Councillor Maurice Mills was also in attendance. Also visiting the Galgorm facility with Minister Cullen during his two-hour visit included Mr Tim Hayes, Chief Executive of Bus Éireann and Mr Joe Meagher, Chief Executive of Dublin Bus and Mr David Begg, General Secretary of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions.  

The order for 48 Wrightbus Eclipse Urban Single Deck buses, to be built on Volvo B7RLE chassis, will be the first vehicles of their type to be supplied to the state-owned public transport operator by the Wright Group. The 12m single decks, which can accommodate 45 seated passengers with 38 standees, will be manufactured from the patented Aluminique™ modular structure – a lightweight yet immensely strong and durable construction system. With deliveries set to commence in later this year, the new buses will be deployed on routes in major cities in Ireland. 

An equally significant announcement was also made by Mr Cullen during his visit as the Minister also confirmed that, with his support, Dublin Bus has agreed with Wrights to supply a hybrid electric double deck vehicle, describing it as a move “to advance the sustainable agenda within Dublin Bus.”  
The Wrightbus Pulsar Gemini HEV will be the first high capacity vehicle fitted with hybrid technology to go into operation in Ireland and has a similar specification to the vehicle currently undergoing long-term evaluation in London with TfL. Based on a VDL Bus DB250 glider chassis, it is powered by a Siemens series hybrid drivetrain with lithium ion batteries. It has a 64 seated passenger capacity plus 18 standees. In addition to environmental benefits, the electric driveline ensures quiet acceleration, significantly reduced noise levels, whilst providing a smooth and comfortable travel experience for passengers.

Making the announcements, the Minister paid tribute to Ballymena-based company, which celebrated its sixtieth anniversary last year. “The Wright Group has taken the lead in the development of a range of passenger transport vehicles which feature environmentally friendly advanced hybrid engines”.  Minister Cullen added, “As the Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern has said, this announcement is an example of where our new relationship of respect and understanding will promote economic prosperity and development in Northern Ireland, as well as benefit the island as a whole.”

The Minister said that both Dublin Bus and Bus Éireann have further orders coming to the market and he wished the Wright Group every success in; “building a good commercial relationship with both companies and in the bidding process”.

Welcoming the Minister and other distinguished guests, Mark Nodder, Managing Director of the Wright Group said, “We are honoured to receive such a delegation today and thank the Minister for announcing two commercially significant developments for the Wright Group”. He added, “Set against a backdrop of increasing concerns in society about pollution and its implications on health and global warming, this is the latest example of the Wright Group taking the lead in the development of a range of passenger transport vehicles which feature environmentally friendly, advanced hybrid-electric drivelines.”

ENDS

For further information, please contact Miss Claire Coulter, Wrightbus Marketing Manager on telephone +44 (0) 28 2564 1212. A copy of this release and related images can be found at http://www.nyans.co.uk/mediacentre/security%20global/Wrightbus.html
Further information about the Wright Group can be found at http://www.wright-bus.com/
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Photo Ref Ministerial Visit 1 : Left to right William Wright, the Right Honourable Dr Ian Paisley, Irish Transport Minister Martin Cullen TD, Mark Nodder - Managing Director The Wright Group

Notes for Editors

Under the “Transport 21”, the Irish Government’s investment programme for transport, and the National Development Plan, a total of €770 million is provided to fund bus investment up to 2015.
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